The St. Mary Supply System and the greater Milk River Project
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About the Milk River Project

About Reclamation

Reclamation is the largest wholesale water
supplier and the second largest producer of
hydroelectric power in the United States,
with operations and facilities in the 17
Western States. Its facilities also provide
substantial flood control, recreation, and
fish and wildlife benefits.

Milk River Project Authorization & History

The late 1800s - Investigations begin for diverting water
From the St Mary River to the Milk River

Before 1906 - Only 35,000 irrigated acres existed in
privately owned canals in the vicinity of Chinook &
Harlem, along with a system on the Fort Belknap
Indian Reservation

June 17, 1902 - U.S. Reclamation Service created.

July 8, 1902 - Initial Plans for the Milk River Project were In Montana east of the Continental Divide
prepared by the Reclamation Service and submitted

for approval by the Secretary of Interior i B A ol MR C o - b it G T B e Reclamation is represented by the Montana
March 14, 1903 - 8t Mary Storage Project was SN SRR e W B Area Office. This office is responsible for

authorized on as one of the initial 5 projects of the =} - 13 reservoirs, 11 storage dams, 10 diversion
auihorizec on_as on ) © Sherburne Dam & Lake Sherburne 6 St Mary Canal Drop Structu re dams, and 2 powerpl agts_
1906 to 1940 - All major components of the Milk River

Project were completed
1908 t01917 - Dodson Diversion Dam constructed
1915 to 1917 - Vandalia Diversion Dam constructed
1919 - Lake Sherburne Dam begins operation for storage
and of project water and releases 28,800 acre feet of ®
water for project lands
1920 - Sherburne Dam completed AbOl.lt 80,000 people rely uper] yvater :
1924 - Most of the Project features completed 5r<_>|wded(;:)y Reclamation facilities for their
1939 - Fresno Dam and Reservoir completed : SASKATCHEWAN ally needs.
1915 - St Mary canal, structures, one barrel each of the St. Mary Canal detall (U S) - N
siphons were complete @ é o ; >

1925 - Second Barrel for the St Mary River and Halls CANADA —_

. . UNITED STATES OF AMERICA Reservoir
Coulee Siphons installed o N T oA N A

Over 400,000 acres of irrigated farmland are
served by nearly 1,800 miles of canals and
laterals.
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Powerplants managed by the Montana Area
Office are capable of generating in excess
of half a billion kilowatt hours of electricity
each year.
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¢ 8 Irrigation Districts - 99,000 acres

Beaver CT'@e\L

€o
<@ |Lakes and Reservoirs Columbia Inl?j?acrlfy Boy's & <
S : ,__ & l CT‘Q \ River -~ . _:_1"_" \ - g
Alfalfa Valley Lake fet ¢ international Border gsaSkatChewa" Big Sandy o/ Reservation S ey s e aShua 44 e iy Milk River
‘she r e ok TR
DOdSOn Indian Reservations o Fort Belk ;@ i : e i
mgEgm Roads \“\\\{\ 0 San " N I e : . F- g ';‘.3:‘ -
-ort Belknap Locate facilities and photos on the map Vit .

Indian
Railways ) ( Montana | eservation
Glasgow . : o e end Touns L SDaketa e
Harlem by matching this symbol and number i e N MO NTAN A

Malta
Paradise Valley
Zurich

Fort Peck

I Reservoir

¢ Reclamation Contract Pumpers - 11,500 acres S—— _
¢ Fort Belknap Indian Irrigation Project - 10,400 acres Yl . Rt Y Paradise
(5,000 to 6,000 currently irrigated) g Bi T k7 g Valley
¢ Private (not part of the Project - 25,000 acres : :
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Municipal, Rural, and Industrial Supply
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¢ Municipalities of Havre, Chinook, and Harlem
Hill County Water Supply

¢ Fort Belknap Agency

¢ North Havre Water Supply

]

‘_-n.l-.:.-n- : """"'
-.--IH...-

: A Kol _‘I ..I 5 .--I.. hquI*IJ'_l ::r . r. X | ; . u ] 1r1 1!: ok Il_l'_.- II:' H .- Y . - i .: - " 3 E " ..ll- . N A F \ . - ] _ I ’ r = ] x : - : : > —Il-'l . .*_- 5 -
Plant (private LRSS G e RN e Y LT e e s e e
!i:-.. " -|I: -—.-I|._ :._..'I! .rl;l;:| i :r_--'.“' ".5. Y |: L I.';.-; :. '"] > :||.'_ .-: " 5 ' in i@j‘ ' i : - :_-'- .1 _ '._' Firs e : iy : I- T -'; ) : i ‘l. x 5 -| .:l - e gl I:_‘.:_".. ¥ : i .rh £ i | : T i & o . :!. T". k. Ko VLT W) Fiy P
r"-' iy ) '.'1’!-. !_ !' ..'I'. _|I.- b ) * r'.-."-': 1 | i £ 1': i . .__ ‘ . _I.'. I r R i) ::_:..:.” R ' ':II r _. Wy oy :-:'_l'... i T o ..I' e f - - i :" e ¢ T . ."'-l"'.l:.-,.iI ' | '.-. l-.__'; Jarg F ! : :.r '- .- el 'l-.' " “ 1 L
Lk _I.‘ b 1 r g s - N a " L |5 r 4 | i ; : 7 "f g n i A4 ST . . H %‘L. l‘:q-

[ oo TR0 1
e

© Fresno Dam and Reservoir @ Dodson D|ver5|on Dam @ Nelson D|kes and Reservmr 12 Vandalla D|ver5|on Dam

Pro ect autherlzed to serve
121,000 irrigated acres
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